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A LET TER, &c. 


STR, 


gies you beſtow on the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Cenſures you paſs on ſuch, 
who judging it unlawful ro Communicate 
with her, yet for the ſake of an Office, or Place, 


F 1* freely ſubſcribe, both to the Eulo- 


act coatrary thereunto; but at the ſame time 
= muſt confeſs, I know none chargeable herewith ; 
> thoſe of my Acquaintance, that prefer the Wor- 
= ſhip of God in diſſenting Aſſemblies, and yet 
occaſionally join with us in the Liturgy, and at 
the Sacrament, do acknowledge, that this their 
Practice proceeds from the Value and Eſteem 
they have for this part of the Catholick Church; 
and to teſtify their Love and Charity 3 I ſhall 
> therefore, without further Preface, according to 
your Requeſt, give you my Sentiments of the 
Bill you ſent me a Copy of, now depending in 


your Houſe, againſt Occaſjonal Conformity, under 
theſe Four Heads: That it is unſeaſonable as to 
the time of its Propoſal; Unſerviceable to the 


= Government; Uureaſonable in it ſelf; And like 


to prove of miſchieyous Conſequence, if paſſed 


into a Law. 


3 It is unſeaſonable as to the time of its Pro- 
poſal : For | 


Tg Az © 1. this 


(4) 


1. This is a time wherein the Nation is in- 

gaged in an expenſive War with France and Spain, 
and not only the Proteſtant Religion, but the 
Liberty of Europe, the Prize contended for : 

Therefore certainly a Union amongſt all her Ma- 

jeſties Subjects, that value either our Religion 
or Government, is neceſſary to be continued. 

2. We have many Proteſtant Allies of the ſame - 
Perſwaſion with many of our Diſſenters; and 
therefore unſeaſonable to create Jealovſies and 
Diſtruſt in them, by retrenching the Liberties | 
now injoyed, and impoſing freſh Difficulties up- 
on our Fellow Subjects, on account thereof, with- 
out any Provocation : For 

3. Proteſtant Diſſenters have, throvghout a 
whole preceeding Reign, given undeniable Te- 
ſtimonies of their Loyalty, and have in this, as 
Cordially Addreſſed Her Majeſty, as chearfully 
contributed by Taxes, as devoutly prayed for > 
Her Proſperity, and as unfeignedly rejoiced at ' 
the Succeſs of Her Armies and Navy, as any o- 
ther of Her Subjects whatſoever ; ſo that there 
is not the leaſt ſhadow of Suſpicion, that they 
are diſſaffected to the preſent Government ane 
Settlement. 4 

4. There are remaining great Debts contraft- 
ed by the Government; and ſhould the continn- ;* 
ance of the War call for Loans, as formerly, this 
Bill will obſtruct that ſpeedy Advancement, which 
in the laſt Reign was obſerved to give no ſmall 
Trouble and Mortification to the French Mo- 
narch. | 4 
J. Our Merchants, and others, are likely to 
ſuſtain great Loſſes, by having their Eſtates a- 
broad, and for want of Trade at Home, and at 
the ſame time to be incapacitated to ſerve their 


Queen, 


- 
i 
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n- 1 Queen, their Country, and Themſelves, in ſuch 
n, © Poſts as their Abilities have Qualified them for, 


he muſt needs aggravate their Sorrow, 


a- II. It will be unſerviceable to the Govern- 


"nn ment, and that with reſpe& both to Church 
and State. , 

ne 1. It will be uſeleſs with reſpect to the Do- 

1d , * Arines of the Church of England, there being 


{6 * a great Concord and Conſent herein with the 
es > greateſt Bodies of Diſſenters affected by this Bill, 
p- 2, The Revenves and Preferments of the 
h- © Church are ſufficiently ſecured by Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and no new Oaths or Teſts are injoiaed 
a herein to exclude any from the Injoyment 
> thereof. 
3. This Bill will not alter the choice of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Convocation; for none but the 
= Reverend Clergy of the Church of England can 
Vote at Elections, or ſit in that Aſſembly. 
4ð᷑. There can hereby be no additional S:cu- 
- rity to the State, for all great Places of Truſt 
and Profit are in Her Majeſties diſpoſal; fo 
that no diſaffected Perſon (were there any ſuch 
amongſt the Diſſenters) can be preferred with- 
out Her Favour: And whillt fo Illuſtrious an 
Ornament of the Church of England ſits on the 
2 Brittiſh Throne (and may Almighty God long 
Z Preſerve Her there) we may expect, that the 
> diſtinguiſhing Marks of Her Eſteem will be pla- 
= ced on ſuch, whoſe exemplary Piety and Zeal for 
= Chat Church ſhall render them worthy thereof. 
F. This Bill doth only bear hard on Men en- 
= dow'd with Principles of Honour and Conſci- 
= ence (from whom little Danger is to be feared) 
= whilſt Perſons of ill Deſigns, of any Denomi- 
1 | B 3 nation, 


(6) 
nation, will be at Liberty by compliance here- 
with (which ſuch Men will never ſcruple) to 
proſecute them without reſtraint : For Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, Papiſts, and Hereticks, and ſuch as ad- 
here to the Intereſt of the French Tyrant, - and 
the pretended Prince of Wales, the moſt danger- 
ous Enemies we have, both to our Religion and 
Government, are not at all affected by this Bill, 

6. Our Conſtitution is incomparably the beſt 
in the World, and its Excellency in great mea- 
{ure conſiſts in that due Temperature there is 
between the Prerogative of the Crown, and the 
Liberty of the People; and this beſt ſecured 
by keeping both within thoſe Bonnds and Limits 
the Law (their Guardian Angel) hath circumſcri- 
hed; for all Invaſions here have a tendency, 
either to Tyranny, or Anarchy. Now it is 
neither difficult to diſtinguiſh, who are the 
Friends and Enemies of this admirable Conſtitu- 
tion, and conſequently intituled to the Favour 
and Protection, the Frowns and Diſpleaſure of 
the Government; nor neceſſary more particn- 
larly to name who they were that ſignalized 
their Affection hereunto, by Concurring and 
Agrecing together, in a late Revolution, where- 
by both Church and Eſtate were preſerved. 

7. Proteſtant Diſſenters gave an eminent Te- 


ſtimony of their Zeal for the Preſent Eftabliſh- 


ment, at a time when they were careſſed by a 
Roman Catholick Prince, by generally refuſing 
to conſent (notwithſtanding they had ſo lately 
ſmarted thereby) to complement away the Le- 
gal Security, both of Church and State, which 
at that time were accounted the greateſt bar 
to the Introduction of Popery and Slavery a- 
mongſt Us: This was ſo notoriovſly known, 

and 
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and ſo gratefully acknowledged by many Excel- 
lent Prelates, and others of Eminent Dignity 
and Station in the Church, that they confeſſed 


the Miſtakes in proſecuting the Diſſenters with 
ſo much Severity in the preceding Reign, and 
promiſed both from the Preſs and Pulpit to 
come to a better Temper towards them, pur- 
ſuant to which they afterwards, with great 
Unanimity, procured an Act of Toleration. 
It is not only the Inclination, but Intereſt of 
Proteſtant Diſlenters, to. Preſerve our Conſti- 
tution, and whilſt Indulged have not the leaſt 
Temptation to endeavour its Subverſion ; for 
that would certainly involve in it their own 
Overthrow : And they are too many, and their 
Eſtates and Intereſts too conſiderable, to be ac- 
ceſlary to ſuch an Unnatural Deſtruction, 


III. This Bill is Unreaſonable in it ſelf : 
Becauſe, 


1, It enaQts a Penalty for thoſe Actions, in 
Conjunction, which conliqer'd apart are Law- 


ful: Holding Communion with the Church of 


England is Commendable ; the Frequenting 
other Congregations not only Tolerated, but 
ſuch Meetings taken into the Protection of the 
Government, the Law providing, That the 
Diſturbers of them be ſeverely Puniſhed ; the 
Accepting- Marks of Her Majeſty's Favour, and 
Undertaking an Office of Magiſtracy, being 
duly Called and legally Qualified, not only 
Lawful, but Neceſſary, and ſametimes a Man's 
Indiſpenſible Duty. From whence then Re- 
ſults the Crimes, ſo ſeverely Animadverted on 
by this Bill ? ; 2 
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2. This Bill enacts Penalties, very moch 
Diſproportionable to and above the Demerit 
of the Crime committed, ſuppoſing there be 
any: For that which is forbidden by this Bill, 
under very ſurprizing Penalties, is not any 
Crime by the Law of God or Man, antecedent 
to the paſſing hereof. 

3. This Bill limits no Day for Proſecution, 
and that for a Fact of that Nature, that Perſons 
muſt neceſſarily be deprived of the means of 
making their Defence at any conſiderable di- 
ſtance of Time. | | 

4. Notwithſtanding the many Inſtances of 
various and notorious Miſtakes, comitted even 


upon Oath, during the Proſecution of Diſſen- 


ters in King Charles the Second's Reign, this 
Bill makes one Witneſs ſufficient for Conviction 
of a Fact, where probably are Five Hundred 
Spectators; and thereby gives an ill Man an 
opportunity of Revenge. 

5 This Bill gives the whole Penalty to the 
Informer, which muſt needs prove a great 
Temptation, to accuſe Falſly and on flender 
Grounds, through Covetouſneſs: A Vice fo 


deeply rooted in Humane Nature »ſince the 
Fall, that we have great Reaſon to be ap- 


prehenſive of the fatal Conſequences likely to 
enſue hereupon. 

6. Doctors, Lawyers, and Friends, will be 
hereby unavoidable liable to be brought with- 
in the Penalties of this Bill, only for Viſiting 
Sick and -Dying Perſons, for the performance 
of the Offices of Friendſhip, or their particu- 
lar Profeſſions, if any other Exhortation or 
Prayer be uſed, not according to the LICo'gy, 
EEE whic 


; (9) 

© which the Caſe or Conſcience of the Sick Perſon 
may ſuddenly, require. 

This Bill makes no Proviſion to exempt Fo- 
| reign Proteſtant Churches, Collegiate Chappels 
and Hoſpitals, wherein other Forms than are 
preſcribed by the Liturgy are daily uſed. 

8. According to this Bill, a Man may be 
Fined to his utter Undoing, the Penalty quickly 
exceeding his Eſtate : Whereas by Magna Charta, 
and the Laws of the Land, all Mulcts are limit- 
ed with a Salvo contenemento. 

9. This Bill puts a Reſtraint upon Perſons, 
ſtatedly making uſe of ſuch Miniſters in Publick 
(notwithſtanding by Law allowed the Exerciſe 
of their Miniſterial Function) as they judge 
firted for the benefit of their Souls: Whereas 
all are left at Liberty, to chooſe what Law- 
yers, for the Settlement of their Eſtates, and 
what Phyſicians, for the Health of their Bodies, 
(matters of leſs Importance) they pleaſe. 

10. It ſeems unreaſonable by Act of. Parlia- 
ment, not only to incapacitate Perſons for 

holding any Office, or Place of Truſt, in the 

Government, meerly on account of certajn 
Rites and Modes of Worſhip, undetermined in 
Holy Writ, and to deprive thoſe that are at 
preſent Inveſted therein; but alſo to infüct ſe- 
vere Fines for Reſorting to any Aſſemblies, 
where any Acts of Divine Worſhip are per- 
formed in other manner, than according to 
the Liturgy and Practice of the Church of 
England, although agreeing therewith in all 
the Eſſential and Fundamental Articles of Re- 
ligion and Ordinances of Worſhip. 

11. This Bill makes no Proviſion for ſuch 
as have Offices forced on them, or for thoſe 


that 


(109 
that are already in Imployments of Truſt, and 
cannot lay them down at pleaſure, or for thoſe 
that are intituled to Places by Purchaſe, who 
will be hereby liable to be deprived thereof, 
only becauſe they uſe the Liberty given them 
by an AQ of Parliament, which this Bill ſaith 
ought to be kept taviolable. | 

12. The Enacting Part in Penal Bills, eſpe- 
cially where the Penalty is great, ought to be 
ſo plainly and clearly Expreſſed, as may be 
Intelligible to the meaneſt Capacity of ſuch as 
are liable to be Affeded thereby: Whereas in 
this Bill there is no ſmall Ambiguity, what 
ſhall be eſteemed the Practice of the Church 
of England, in regard it is fo much diverſi- 
fied, with reſpect to the Celebration of Divine 
Service in Cathedrals and Parochial Churches ; 
and alſo as to the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, 
in Publick or Private, which ſome time or 
other may occaſion ſuch Interpretations, where- 
by Perſons may be ſuddenly Ruined by Con- 
ſtructive Crimes, Inſtances of this kind we 
haye ſeen within Remembrance. 

13. Attending Divine Service once a Month, 
according, to the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, would exempt Popiſh Recuſants from 
the Penalties enacted in Qneen Elizabetb's 
Reign, when the Government had great Rea- 
ſon to be Jealous, being continually allarum'd 
with Plots and Conſpiracies: But by this Bill, 
any Perſon, having an Office, Civil or Military, 
ar any Place of Truſt or Command, although 
he frequent the Holy Communian once a Month, 
and attend Publickly Divine Service every Day, 
according to the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, yet if he do but once Reſort (al- 
2 | thovgh 


%. 
though occaſionally) to any Diſſenting Con- 
gregation, allow'd by and under the Protection 
of the Law, preſently a Fine of One Hundred 
Pounds is incurrd, and at the Year's end a 
further Reckoning of Eighteen Hondred Twen- 
ty Five Pounds, unleſs the Informer is pleated 
to call for an Account ſooner. 


IV. This Bill, if paſſed into a Law, will be 
of miſchievous Conſequence. For, 

1, Firſt, It will contribute towards the Ruin 
of many Perfons, who have Places and Employ- 
ments relating to Her Majeſty's Revenue, who 
will hereby be compelled to Quit them, rather 
than offer Violence to their Conſciences. 

2. It will deprive the Common-wealih of 
the Aſſiſtance of many Perſons, very Valuable, 
both on the account of their Abilities and 
Piety in fuch Stations, wherein they would be 
admirably Uſeful, confining them to the Injoy- 
ment of the more private Satisfactions of a 
Retired Life. \ 

3. It will deprive many of the Freemen of 
England, not only the Right they now have, 
of Voting at Elections, but alſo prevent their 
having of ſevera] Perſons ( who have former- 
ly ſerved them and their Country faithfully ) 
to be their Repreſentatives in Parliament, be- 
caule they will decline that Service on ac- 
count hereof. 5 

4. It will very much obſtruct Publick Cha- 
rity towards Hoſpitals, and other Pious Foun- 
dations, by excluding many- Perſons from the 
Overſight thereof, as Governors fitly Qualified 


for that Truſt, and for whoſe ſake other Fer- 


ſons 
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ſons would be induced to contribute more Li- 
berally, than otherwiſe they will do. 

5. Whereas there hath been, for a conſide- 
rable time, great Concord and Unity amongſt 
us; all Invidious Diſtinctions having been Be 
the moſt part ſwallowed up in thoſe harmleſs 
ones of Proteſtant and Papiſt, this Bill, if paſſed 
into a Law, will revive Old and create New 
Names of Diſcrimination amongſt Proteſtants, 
and give occaſion to hot and furious Spirits 
to write bitter Invectives one againſt another, 
and thereby make Sport for the common Ene- 
mies of our Religion and Nation ; it being ob- 
ſerved, that fince a Bill of this Nature was firſt 
moved in Parliament, there hath been more 
violent and venemous Pamphlets, written by 
Proteſtants againit Proteſtants, than appeared 
extant all the laſt Reign. 

6. There being very many Perſons, who 
have an Ardent Zeal for the Church of Eng- 
land, (as by Law eſtabliſhed) by Marriages, 
Relation and Intereſt, allied and linked to va- 
rious Diſſenting Families throughout the King - 
dom, who by long Converſe and Experience 
have entertained very favourable Opinions for 
them; and thereupon cannot but be impreſſed, 
with deep Reſentmeats, at any unreaſonable 
Treatment of their Diſſenting Friends, which 
will neceſſarily diſperſe a general Diſſatisfacti- 
on into all the parts of the Nation, ſhould 

7. What Jealouſies will hereby. be raiſed in 
the Hearts of Her Majeſty's Subjects, leſt ir 
ſhould prepare a way for to introduce on the 
Stage all the Tragedies ated in a late Reign 
againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters ? | | 
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8. What a weakning of the Proteſtant In- 


teſtant abroad would this be, to have ſuch 


grounds of Conteſts and Animoſities revived 
and incouraged amongſt us; from a Senſe where- 
of a Reſolve was made, above Twenty Years 
paſt, in the Honourable Honſe of Commons, 
That the Proſecution of Diſſenters was Grie- 
vous to the Subject, a Weakening of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt, an Incouragement to Popery, 
and Dangerous to the Peace of the King- 
dom. 

9. This Bill, by its Reſtraints and Penalties, 
will exaſperate Mens Spirits, and tear open 
thoſe Wounds, which for a conſiderable time 
have been cloſing, (to the Nation's and 
Church's Peace and Safety ) and thereby nar- 
row and contract that Communion of Saints, 
conſiſting in a mutual Fellowſhip, and Partict- 
pation in the Ordinances of Divine Worſhip, 
and of Love and Charity one towards another, 
which we all profeſs to Believe, and which ought 
to be Kept up and Maincained amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, as Members of the Catholick Church, 
profeſſiug the ſame Holy Religion, united un- 
der one Head, having the ſame common Ene- 
mies, whoſe greateſt Hopes proceed from our 
Inteſtine Diviſions : Whereas an undiſturbed 
Injoyment of Native Rights, without nnneceſ- 
ſary Diſtinctions and Impolitions, will open a 
way for a freer Converſe with one another, 
the ready means to create a Reciprocal Love 
and Eſteem amongſt Perſons of Piety, Learn- 
ing and Vertue, of whatſoever Denomigatiog. 
As for thoſe of another and worſer Character, 
the Sowerneſs of whoſe Tempers, and con- 


tracted Prejudices, may for a time keep them 


at 
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at a Diſtance, and Uneaſy ; their Intereſt will 
never be able to form any Party, conſiderable 
enough, to make the Government jealous. 

10. If this Bill paſs, Trade (on which the 
Honour and Wealth of the Nation ſo much de- 
pends) will be thereby much diſcouraged tor the 
promoting whereof, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
Perſons are made Eaſy in matters of Religion. 
Fines and Penalties, on this Account, do in a 
great meaſure render precarious thoſe Eſtates 
Perſons have the Proſpect of acquiring thereby, 
and conſcquently prove a mighty Remora to 
Induſtry for their Attainment: And it hath 
been obſerved, that Trade never more viſibly 
Flouriſhed in this Nation, than ſince the Act for 
Indulgence paſſed. 

11. Her Majeſty (whom God long Preſerve) 
will hereby be debarred of the Perſonal Ser- 
vice of many of Her Loyal Subjeds, in Poſts 
of Command, ſhould any Invaſion from Abroad, 
or Attempts at Home (which God avert) be 
made againſt Her Sacred Perſon, by ſuch as are 
ready to embrace an Opportunity, to ſhew 
their [nclination for a Change of Government, 
in favour of the Pretended Prince of Wales. 
And though there is no reaſon to doubt, but 
that the far greateſt part of thoſe affected by 
this Bill, from Principles of ſteady Loyalty to 
the Queen, and of generous Love to their Coun- 
try, will be giving all the Aſliſtance they will 
be capable; yet we can hardly think, that hu- 
mane Paſſion and Reſentment, can be fo per- 
fectly ſubdued in others, as not to reply with 
thuſe Romans, when ſollicited by the Orator to 
return from their Retirements, Let ſuch hghr 
the Battles, and face the Dangers of the Com- 

monwealth, 
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monwealth, who ſhare the Dignities and Pre- 
ferments thereof. 


But it may be objefted, That the Deſign of 
this Bill is to force People to a Conformity ta, and 
= thereby a likcing of the Liturgy and Ceremonies of 
the Church of England, a compliance nherewith 
would prevent all theſe Conſequences, 


Anſwer 1. All thofe Perſons that have no 
Places, nor expect auy, and do now uſvally fre- 
quent Diſſenting Congregations, will be her 
more firmly fixed in that Practice, by the Ap- 
prehenſions they will have of the Hardſhips put 
upon their Friends, which naturally creates or 
* increaſes Prejudices in Mens Minds. 

2. As for thoſe that have Places of Advant- 
age, tis probable ſome of them will Conform ; 
but ſince it will be from Force and not Con- 
viction, which ſeldom proves Efficacious enough 
to alter Mens Opinions and Affections, but the 
ſame Paſſions and Inclinatious will remain, with 
deeper Impreſſions of Reſentment from a ſenſe 
of an Invaſion made on their Liberty in Religi- 
ous concernments; no Advantage will accrue 
to the Church hereby. 

3. Others, from a lively Senſe of the worth 
of Souls, and that Glory they are made for, and 
capacitated to enjoy, will not for any worldly 
Profit or Preferment be diverted from wor- 
ſhipping their Great Creator in ſuch Aſſemblies 
which they are perſwaded (True or Falſe it mat- 
ters not) will moſt effectually conduce to the 
obtaining thereof. | 

4. We have had woful Experience, that all 
thoſe greater Severities, practiſed not many 

Years 


(16 ) 
Vears paſt, were ſo far from producing ſuch a 
Compliance, and leſſening the Number of Dif- 
ſenters, that they have inſtead thereof con- 
firmed the Remark long ſince made, That the 
Proſecution of Perſons for matters of Opinion, 
not Fundamental, hath always proved ro the 
Prejudice of the Eſtabliſhed Church and State, 
and a Toleration always to their Advantage. 
5. It is readily confeſſed by all Differing Par- 
ties amongſt Us, that there are a great many ve- . 
ry Learned and Excellent Perſons in our Pub- 
lick Churches, who conſtantly entertain their 
Auditors with admirable Diſcourſes, full of 
nervous Arguments, Pathetick and Pious Orato- 
ry, to perſwade them to a Holy and Religious 
Life, in order to Eternal Happineſs; but then 
at the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged, upon 
a ſerious Survey of paſt Actions, that the moft 
likely way for theſe to be ſucceſsful, for the 
wearing off thoſe Prejudices, which any through 
Education or Cuſtom, may be poſſeſſed with, 
is for the Government to treat Men with Mild- 
neſs and Gentleneſs, and all thoſe alluring Me- 
thods as are ſuitable to the true genuine Spirit 
of the Church of England, and our moſt Holy 
Religion. 
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SIR, 
Having thus plainly given you my Thovghts, 
upon ſerious Reflection thereon, I cannot ima- 
gine what are the Springs and Morives, that gave 
birth to ſuch a Bill at this time, wherein there 
appears ſo univerſal a Satisfaction amongſt all 
Perſons,the Jacobite Intereſt excepted ; no Symp- 
toms of Sorrow or Diſcontent appearing in the 
Faces, Words, or Actions of Diſſenters; AN 

' Pleaſed 


(WY 
* Pleaſed and Rejoycing at Her Majeſties happy 
= Acceſſion to the Throne, and the early Fruits of 
= an Exemplary Piety, Her moſt excellent Procla- 
= mation for the Suppreſſion of Vice, Immorality, 
| and Profaneneſs (Enemies of all others the moſt 
miſchievous to a Nation) which Royal Deſign, 
many worthy Perſons, both of the Church of 
Eng land, and Diſſenting Congregations,throvgh=- 
out the Kingdom, are Proſecuting by Methods, 
approved by the concurrent Suffrages of very 
many Noble Perſonages, Pious Prelates, and. 
Learned Judges: And that, which ſeems ,to me 
a happy Preſage of Succeſs, is, that in the Ma- 
nagement thereof there appears all the Marks of 
real Friendſhip, Love and Eſteem for one ano- 
ther. Pity then it is to interrupt this Harmo- 
ny, ſtop the Progreſs of ſo glorious a Deſign, 
break in pieces theſe Societies, by inventing 
new engines of Diviſion, and ſubject a conſider- 
able part of them to the Revenge of the worſer 
part of Mankind (for ſuch are the diſobliged 
Perſons hereat) by giving tkem fo great an op- 
portunity by malicious Proſecutions, to tare 
and ſhatter their Eſtates and Fortunes in pieces. 
lt muſt be owned, That there is a general 
Agreement and Concord between Us, and the 
greateſt bodies of Diſſenters, in all the Fun- 
damental Articles of Faith; and I think, with 
the greateſt part of the Liturgy too. What 
Danger then threatens our Eſtabliſhed Church? 
Or what Deſigns can be managed by ſuch Per- 
ſons to eclipſe her Glory, or undermine het 
Conſtitution ? F 
Every Government indeed ovght to have Re- 
ard to the Glory of Almighty God, by injoyn- 
g a regular Performance of Divine ue 
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(18) 
in Publick Aſſemblies, and aſſerting the juſt 
Power and Authority of the Magiſtrate, and that 
Deterence and Obedience due to them; and 


alſo to the promoting the true Welfare and 3 
Happineſs of the People, by protecting them 
in the free Injoyment of their Civil and Reli- 


gious Rights, Properties, and Liberties; and 
whilſt theſe Ends are ſecured, I can ſee no Rea- 
ſon for Fines and Penalties, to ruin whole Fa- 
milies, becauſe of ſome Diſagreements about 
Modes, Ceremonies, and ſuch Ritual Admini- 
ſtrations, as can contribute very little to make 
Men either Wiſer or Better. 
Sad indeed it is to think, with what Eager- 
neſs the Altercations about theſe have been ma- 
naged ; ſadder, that Cauſe ſhould be given for 
their Continvance, when all the Acquiſitions to 
be gained thereby can never compenſate for the 
Loſs of Charity, likely to be ſuſtained in the 
Conflict. | | 
Can it be denied, that the more valuable Do- 
Arines of the Church of England are not with 
great Fervour preached in the Meetings of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters ? Or that there are not as vi- 
ſible Effects thereof conſpicuous in the Lives of 
thoſe frequenting them, as in the others? Muſt 
it not be owned, that nothing can more effectu- 
ally conduce to the Happineſs of the Govern- 
ment than the ſuppreſſion of Vice, (the great 
Diſturber of its Peace and Order) and the Ad- 
vancement of Religion, the Palladium thereof? 
The former is generally, with the greateſt Suc- 
ceſs obtained, by an Impartial execution of the 
Laws, the other by great and eminent Exam- 
ples of Vertue, and a ſincere Preaching of the 
Goſpel of the ever Bleſſed Jeſus, by Men of * 
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lid Learning and Piety ; for hereby the Al- 


3 mighties Favour and Protection is molt likely to 


be lngaged, Fidelity and Allegiance to Her Ma- 


jeſty ſecured, Love, Unity, aad Chriſtian Cha- 
2X rity amongſt Her Subjects more univerſally 
XZ diſſeminated ; and being under the benign la- 


fluences hereof, What Evil need We Fear ? 
W hat Good may we not expect? Now what is 
ſo likely to defeat and prevent the concurrent 
Endeavours of all Good, Men, altho? of ſeveral 
denominations, and different Sentiments in mi- 
nuter matters, for the accompliſhing of ſuch 
noble Purpoſes, as the impoſing new Difficul- 
ties and Hardſhips upon ſo great a part of the 
Kingdom as is likely to be affecged by this 
Bill? 
There are, by the Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment, and of Chriſtianity too, ſome Rights 
which every Engliſh Man is intituled to; and 
there are Obligations lying upon Men, antece- 
dent to Humane Authority, how far theſe may 
be ſuperſeeded, or ditpenſed with, by the Mu- 
nicipal Laws of the Kingdom, is not my Buli- 
neſs to inquire : But pretty Confident I am, that 
all violent Attempts, either to deprive Men of 
the One, or to conceal the Other, never con- 
tributed to the Peace and Safety of our Nation, 
or the Advancement of Religion, Whoſoever 
ſhall read the moſt Impartial Hiſtories of ſome 
late Reigns, and the Tranſactions of General 
Councils, will, I believe, concur in this Opinion. 
I do know, there are ſome Men amongſt vs, 
who deſirous to diſtinguiſh themſelves, have vp- 
on occaſion given vent to violent Tranſports of 
Paſſion, (whether our of Zeal for the Religion 
of our Church, and Safety of our State, or the 
B 2 Emolu- 
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Emoluments thereof, I leave to their own Con- 
ſciences and Converſations to determine) at the 
ſame time taking great liberty to revile Diſſent- 
ers with many hard Names, and bitter Reproach- 
es, founded generally on miſtaken Notions of 
the nature of Schiſm, the Conſtiturion of a 
Chriſtian Church, and the neceſſary ends for 
which ſuch Aſſemblies are inſtituted ; the Obli- 
gation of humane Laws over the Conſciences of 
Men. Now, not to mention the Arguments 
urged by Difſenters in their own Vindication, 
nor to inſiſt on the Practice of Foreign Proteſtant 
Churches, or the Opinions of their famous Di- 
vines, whoſe Names and Works are, and will 
be eſteemed by the Learned Worid : Let it be 
ſeriouſly conſidered, how above Two Thouſand 
Miniſters, moſt of them Men of Piety and ad- 
mirable Learning, laborious in their Callings, 
beloved by their Pariſhioners, of ſmall Dependen- 
cies, having Wives and Children to maintain : 
(for whom Humane Nature, unaſliſted with the 
Grace of Chriſtianity, muſt needs have a very 
compaſſionate Concern for) did quit their Li- 
vings and Preferments at once, he muſt, I think, 
have a very confined Charity, that ſhall aſcribe 
this to Pceviſhnels, Obſtinacy, and Humour. 
Ido confeſs the caſe is altered ſince the Bartho- 
lomew Act, to facilitate a Conformity to our 
Church; time having anſwered ſeveral of their 
Objections, Yer, ſince the Government hath 
given them a Toleration, and the Rods have lain 
rotting, and the Axes ruſting, to uſe the words 
of one of the Gentlemen I have been mentioning, 
without complaining as he did, and no inconveni- 


ence either to Church or State obſervable there- 


on, It ſeems unreaſonable, withont freſh Provo- 
cation 
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cation to prepare new ones, not only for 
Diſſenters, but moderate Conformiſts alſo. 

am not Pleading the Cauſe of Nonconformity, 
or Excuſing the Diſtance, much leſs Juſtifying 
the Procedure of Diſſenters, in not Complying 
in their PraQtice, ſo far at leaſt, as in Jndg- 
ment they Agreed at the 4avoy Conference: 
Neither am 1I for Reviving the Controverſy, 
which at this time I wiſh were totally laid 
aſide; ſince, as uſually managed, it hath In- 
flamed Mens Paſſions, Created further Degrees 
of Averſion to one another, and Prevented 
the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity ; which Di- 
vine Principle, were it diffaſed more generally 
through all Communities, we ſhould ſoon find 
the Bleſſed Effects thereof, in abating that Pride 
and Rigour, that Perverſeneſs and Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, that divides the Land; and alſo in ſweet- 
ning the Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Men, 
in preparing their Hearts and Minds for Peace 
and Union. 4 | 

I heartily wiſh, that every thing may be 
avoided by all Diſſenters, that may give the 
Government juſt Umbrage for to ſuſpect them 
inclinable to Faction or Singularity ; and that 
they would ſhew a readineſs to Comply with 
ſuch National Cuſtoms and Inſtitutions, even 
in Religious Adminiſtrators, as are Grave, De- 
cent, and conſiſtent with the Precepts of the 
Gofpel,” putting the moſt Candid Conſtrution 
on Things doubtfull, that they would nat be 
Rigidly Scrupulous, and ſtart at every thing 
of Ceremony, or place Religion in the Non- 
obſervance thereof, equal to the Solid and Sub- 
ſtantial Duties of Love, Charity and Obedi- 
ence ; that they would oftener frequent the 
= Publick 
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Publick Devotions of our Church, the Lawful- | 
neſs of which is aſſented to by their Occaſional 3 
Appearances; that they would an all occaſions 3 
expreſs an Honourable Eſteem for the Reve- 
tend Governors, and other the Famous Lights, 
fixed in our Eſtabliſh'd Church, who have Emi- 
nently Appeared for, and Defended our Re- 3% 
ligion, againſt Atheiſm, Popery, and Anti- 
chriſtianiſm; that nothing of Frowardneſs or 
Diſcontent may be ſhewn at the Diſpoſal of 
Honorary Rewards, and Marks of Favour, to 
thoſe more particularly of the Church of 
Exgland. 

On the other hand, I equally deſire, that 
none amongſt us would overvalue, and too 
earneſtly ſuch things, as are Appendages to, 
rather than of the Eſſence of Chriſtianity ; 
eſteeming ſach Terms of Communion neceſſary 
to be impoſed, which were never made ſo by 
bs the great Author of the Goſpel Inſtitution ; 
g and with great Eagerneſs and Heat urge Com- 
plyances from that Subjection and Obedience 
A that is due to Magiſtrates, and thoſe General 

if Rules in Holy Writ, relating to Order and 
F Decency; which, it is very probable, were 
[0 never intended to warrant ſuch particular Ap- 
1 plications; that they would not ſtamp with 
3 a Divine Right thoſe things that are only from 
4 Humane Inſtitutution. 
i | Sir, Conld we all be perſwaded ſeriouſly to 
7 conſider the Native Beauty and Excellency of 
| the Chriſtian Religion, its tendency to pro- 
' 
[ 


mote Peace, Love and Charity throughout the 
Uaiverſe, the ſtrong Motives and Incentives it 
affords to unite us all in the Bond of Per- 


1 fectneſs, its aptitude to elevate our Minds and 
1 Thoughts 


( 23.) 
Thoughts to Divine Objects, the Glories of a 
future State, and fix them in a Noble and 
EV Generous Purſuit after their Attainment, we 
' ZFſhovld find, one would think little Leiſure, 
and leſs Inclination to ſtudy and contrive how 
to afflift and diſturb our Fellow-Creatures, our 
" XZ Fellow-Chriſtians, Worſhipping one and the 
X ſame God, Profeſſing the ſame Religiop, Seal- 
ed with the ſame Sacramental Rites : Would 
= we, with the Bleſſed Apoſtle, exerciſe Meck- 
= neſs, Patience, Benignity, mutual Forbearance, 
and Forgiveneſs; and whereunto we have at- 
Z tained, to walk by the Rules of our moſt Ho- 
0 ly Religion, minding, and with ſteady Paces 


4 purſuing, the ſame Hope of our Calling, for 
7 which we profeſs our ſelves Candidates; we 
7 


ſhould find it the ſhorteſt way, either to that 
2 Uniformity contended for, or elſe to the Frui- 


Yy tion of ſuch a Happy State of Peace and Tran- 
x » quility, in this lower Region of Mortality, as 


= wil render our Worſhipping Aſſemblies fit Re- 
91 ſemblances of thoſe Above. 


Sir, I ſhall no longer detain you from the 


— Houſe, being the Day appointed for the De- 
by bate of this Bill: Therefore, without further 


th Ceremony, or Excuſe for the Length, Blots, 
and Imperfe&ions hereof, I Subſcribe my ſelf, 


SK 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 


he 2h N. N. C. L. 


nd FINIS. 
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